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TO FRE 
[Lady Dawes. 


VMIADAM, 


HO ſuch was the modeſty of the Author, and 
ſo mean the Opinion which he had of all his 


own Performances, as would not ſuffer him 
conſent to the Publication of this Diſcourſe, Net 
great Uſefulneſs of the Subject, and the extraor- 
wary Virtue and Piety of the Perſon herem deſcribed, 
oſe example may influence others to an imitation of 
y Goodneſs and Perfettions.. The conſideration 1 ſay, 
theſe things, has at length prevailed with thoſe, to 
boſe diſpoſal this Diſcourſe was committed, to ſend it 


th into the World, tho in a plain and unavtificial 
eſs. 


1 muſt beg your Pardon, Madam, if hereby I con- 

' -Fbute any thing to the renewing of your Ladyſhips 

* _Fieff, for the loſs of ſo excellent a Daughter, whom, 
A 2 


tho 


The Dedication. 


tho T never had the honour to know, yet T bave he, 
my dear Friend Myr. Pritchard , ſpeak {o often a 
ſo great Things of ber , that (confaderin; b1s ji 
cerity and great averſion to Flattery, ) T ain confidl 
the Charatter here given of her, is true. I ſ11all [ 
preſume to make any addition to it, tho perhaps it i 
be ſaid, that ſhe as far exceeded the Charafter, | 
others fall ſhort of it. | 


All that 1 ſhall further add, is to let the World kny 
how much they are oblized to your Ladyſhip, who 
your own 200d Example, aid wiſe Inſtructions, and caſ 
ful Education of your Daughter, in the ways of Relig 


and Virtue, has furnſh'd them with ſo excellent a P 
tern, ſo worthy of their Imitation ; may they all follow 


here, and be happy hereafter. ; 
] am, ; 
-; MaDpan, 


Tour Ladyſhips moſt Humnkl: | 


And moFt obedient Serwa 


p 1s 


er, | 


d ni 
who | 
1d ca 
led 
a PA 
alle 
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Funeral Sermon. 
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Heb. xiii. 14. 
For here have we no continuing City, but 
we ſeek one to come. 


H E Great and Allwile God, who is 

; Righteous in all his Ways, and Holy in 

all his Works, ordereth and diſpoleth all 

Things here below as he pleaſerh, directing all 
his providential Occurrences, how harſh or grie- 
vous loever they may leem to us, to very gracious 
and wile Ends and Purpoles. Whence it is our 
Duty not to murmur or complain of what God 
doth, bur to bearall Adverſtcies whatever befal us 
here, all lofles, of what kind ſoever, even thoſe 
of our nearclt Relati5:3 and deareſt Friends calm- 


B ly 


[2 ] 
ly and patiently,entirely reſigning our Wills to God's 


 Acquieſcing in, and ſubmitting to the ſevereſt 


Diſpenſations of his Providence, firmly believing 
that they all proceed from an infinitely holy, juſt, 
and righteous God. *Tis this con{1deration alone, 
chat can reſtrain us from breaking out into immo- 
derate and exceſſive Grief, on ſo mournful an oc- 
caſton as this, the Death of this moſt excellent and 
pious Lady, who was delervedly dear, juſtly admi- 
red and highly honoured and eſteemed, by all that 
were ſo happy as to know her. All the uſual Ar- 
tractives of Love and Eſteem were in her in the 
higheſt Degree, as being complete Miſtreſs of all 
thoſe geatile Accompliſhments which make. up 
what the World calls a fine Woman ; a great For- 
tune ; handſomand ingenious ; modeſt and hum- 
ble; chearful and plealant ; courteous and oblig- 
ing ; a molt entire, faichful, and faft Friend; of 
a moſt incomparably (weer and {tngularly good 


Humovr ; . her Converſation very pleaſing and 


charming : in a word, {tridtly Virtuous, fincerely 
Pious.. Under this then {o heavy a Stroak, under 
this (to us) fo lad a Providence, nothing is able 
to ſupport us, but this conhderation only, thar 
ic is God's doing, We muſt therefore, as Dawd 


was, be Dumb, and not open our Mouths to 


complain. God- hath raken her fram us to him- 
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[3] 
{of ;- to our great Loſs indeed,  but- to her. tnex- 
preiſible Ad vantage, ſhe being now with him whom 
{he loved with all her Heart and with all her Sonl, 
whom the ever duly and conſtantly ferved, even 
with that God in whoſe prelence is Fulnels of Joy, 
and at whole Right Hand there are Pleatures for 
evermore. 'God was pleaſed to allot her but a 
{horc time here upon Earch ; (che greater is our nu- 
happineſs) her lite was ſcarce a Span long, yer {he 
lived a grear deal in his lictle, ſnffering: none 
of her time to run waſt, but was always bufied 
in ſome Employmene or other ſuicable to her Qua- 
lity and moſt ingenious Mind. She ſpent a great 
part of her time in reading the holy Scriptures, and 
other good Books, which might furniſh her with 
the molt neceſſary and uſeful Knowledge, eſteem- 
ing the Knowledge of God and Religionto be 
ſuch, chiefly endeavouring afcer this, which ſhe 
attained to in a very great Degree; and made the 
beſt and true(t Uſe of her Knowledge in Religion, 
by reducing it to good Practiſe, which is the Life 
of Religion, without which the Knowledge of i 
is not only vain and uſeleſs, but dangeztous and 
hurtful.; For be that Kknowech his maſters will, and 
doth it not, [hall be beaten with many $tripes. "Tis not 
the bare Knowledge of our Duty, but the PraCtile 
of it that maketh us happy ; If ye know theſe thinss, 
D 2 then 


© #Y 
then happy are ye if ye do them. Thus by a con- 


{cientious Practiſe of religious Duties, and by her 
dayly Walking with God, by a Lite (tho ſhort), 
yet very holy and good, ſhe did excellently pro- 
vide for her future eternal Welfare, which was the 
main Care of her Lite. She |was very ſenſible of. 
her: uncertain State-and Condition in; this World ; 
knew very well that this World was not her home, 
that ſþe had here no continuing City, and there- 
fore made it:the great Buſineſs other Lite, to ſeek 
oneto come; which made. me chule theſe Words 
to Diſcourſe of at. this rimey which I-mult do very 
briefly, that I may 'haye ſome- time to ſay more 
of her, who: is the ſad Occaſion of our now meet. 
ing here. | 


In the Words that I have read ro you, I:ſhall 
obſerve theſe 'T'wo Parts. | 
L The State and Condition of all Men in this 


Life; here, we have no continuing City. 


11; Our Hopes and Expectations as to another ; 
we ſeek one to come, , 


Was a. Chriſtians Hope terminate in this: Lite:, 


did he expect nothing beyond the Grave, we might 


then juſtly conclude with the Apoſtle, that Chri- 


ſtians were of all men the moſt miſerable ; But, (blelled 
| | be 


[5] 


be-our gracious God,) we have a moſt ſure Word of 
Prophecy informing us, and giving us. thehigheſt 
Aſſurances, and the moſt convincing Teſtimonies, 
that thenature of the Subject is poſſibly capable of ; 
That there ſhall be a Future State, a Lite after this, 
where we ſhall, afterthe few ſhort and uncertain 
days of this our Pilgrimage is ended, find an abiding, 


and continuing City. 


L The preſent State and Condition of all Men 
in_this World ; we have bere »0 continuing City. 

Man, in this Life, is in an uaquiet and trouble- 
ſom State, in a wandring and unſettled Condition, 
but a Pilgrim and a Traveller, a Stranger and a 
Sojourner in} a foreign Land ; a Truth as old as, 
Adam's Fall, who: by his Sin diſpoleſſed himſelf 
and all his Poſterity , and made us at beſt but 
Tenants at Will, when we might have been In-, 
habicants ; and 'tis well he did, ſince at the lame. 
time he brought a Curſe upon the Country, and 
from a Garden of Pleaſures, converted it into one, 
of Briers and Thorns, and lo left us to eat our. 
Bread in the {weat of our Brows, till we return. 
to. the Dult from whence we were taken. God 
indeed was plealed (whether as a Favonr or a Pu- 
niſhment, I ſhall nor fay,) co grant to him and 
the ſucceeding Patriarchs a longer Leale of Til- 

Ling 


[ 5) 
ling the Ground, than he doth now-a-days to usj 
they. had a longer Pallage and Pilgrimage, and 
by conſequence a more tedious one, before they 
came unto the Country they ſought for ; bur ſtill 
they had no continuing City here, they were not 
immortalized upon Earth, nor exempted from the 
taſting of Death, or trom the many Miſeries and 
Calamities incident to Life, but were inured to hard- 
ſhip and labour , - evils and afflictions; and the 


longeſt Lite of them all, before the Floud, was 


--concluded within leſs than a Thouſand Years; after 


the Floud, as Sin increafed, which firſt ſhortened 
our abode, fo the days of man's Life were oon- 
tracted, tho the evils of it were enlarged; fo 
that -. Jacob confeſlerh, as his days were full of 
evil, fo they had been few in in reſpect of his Fore-= 
fathers, -as he told Pharaoh, Gen. 47. 9. the days 
of the years of my pilerimage are an hundred and 
thirty years, few and evil have the days of the years 
of my - life been, and have not attained unto the days 
of the years of the life of my fathers in the days of 
their pilgrimage ; but in the time of Moſes, tor he 
is generally thought ro be the Author of the, goth. 
Pſalm, the account of man's Lite was much ſhor- 
tet, -much the fame with what it now is, Three- 
ſeore and Ten or Fowlcore Years; but yet ſuch 
as was *atrended with Sorrow and Labour, as he 

T tells 


E-] 


tells us ver. 10. of that P/ahn, But now how 


many Thouſands end their Pilgrimage in a far 
ſhorter time; how many now are cut off long 
before they come at that Age? do we not daily 
almoſt ſee or hear of many ſuddenly ſnatcht away 
in the very midſt and prime of their days? how 


inhaite are the numbers of thoſe whole days arc 


lo far from being a Span long , that they will 
ſcarce admit of any meaſure at all, tho never fo 
little? how many are carried from the Womb to 
the Grave ? So ſhort, ſo uncertain is man's ſtay 
in this World, which che Holy Scriptures do ficly 
repreſent ta us, telling us, that we are as wind, 
that. paſſeth away and cometh not again, that we come 
forth like a flower and are ſoon cut down, flee away, and 
continue not ; that man even- in his beſt eſtate is 
alrogether Vanity, man is like a thing of nought, 
his time paſleth away. like a Shadow, as for man 
his days are as Graſs as a Flower of the field fo 
he Jonriſherh,all Fleſh is Graſs, and. all the Good- 
lineſs thereof is as a Flower of the field, the Grals 
withereth, the Flower fadeth, becauſe the Spirit 
of the Lord bloweth upon i, ſurely the People 
is Graſs. We are often in Scripture {aid to be 
Strangers and. Sojourners in this World, thus. the 


Author of this Epiſtle ſaith of all thole whom 


he had reckoned up, Chap. 11. verſe 13. that 
C they 


[C8] 

-they were ſtrangers and pilgrims upon earth ; and 
+this he dothy alſo ſay: of all men in the Text; 
and the ſame, did David acknowledge, 1. Chron. 
29. 15.: for we are ſtrangers before thee and ſojourn- 
ers as all-pur fathers were, our days on- earth are as 
a ſhadow.,' and there is none abiding. This is the 
common Fate of all Mankind, atter a few days 
are paſt and gone, we mult goto the Place from 
- whence we {hall not return, we muſt leave this 
World and go to our long home, we-mulſt part 
with all that we have here poſleſſion of, Friends, 
Riches, Honours, all mult be left ; we muſt take 
our laſt Leave, and bid a final Adieu to all our 
neareſt and deareſt Relations, exchange the ſtateli- 
eft Palaces, the goodlieſt Manſtons, the pleaſant- 
.cſt Seats, as well as the pooreſt and homelieſt 
Cottages, for a dark cold Grave. Knowin 
'then what our preaſent Condition in this World 
15, that we are Strangers and Pilgrims here ; ler 
us behave our lelves as ſuch, ſince ſuch we are 
in this World ; here we have no fixed or ſettled 
Habication, we are but Sojourners, live at ano- 
ther's Table, lodge under anothers Roof, and 
may be diſpoſlefied at his Pleaſure. The Years 
that we have here to continue are at beſt but few 
and ſhorr ; that man that lived longeſt, lived bur 
Nine Hundred Years and upwards, and tho this 
may icem a long time to us, yet how few are 


theſe 
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| [9] 
theſe if compared with thoſe many Millions of 
Ages which he ſhall live in another ſtare, | nay 
indeed there can be no Compariſon between them, 
no more than between a Moment and Eternity ; 
this World is but-an Inn to receive and lodge 
us for a while, and that at beſt bur in Booths'and 
Tabernacles, pitched up only: for a time, paſling 
through this vale -of Miſery, we are'to' ule it'as 
a Well, (faith the P/almiſt), only draw a little 
Water for our refreſhment in our Journey, bur nor 
think to make our abode here, ylas! wwe have ano+ 
ther and farther Journey to take, we-are ro ftek 
another and better Country, a Chtiſtian'is bound 
for no leſs than Heaven, thither he muſt haſten 
and ſteer his Courlſe,' the would find a'place of 
Reſt and Safety, if keiwould find an-abiding Ci: 
ty, for it will be butin'yain and loftlabour to feek 


| it any whereelſe,there and there only, afcer all his 


Labours,he may find 4 Bailding:offGod;s Houſe not 


| made with Hands, eternal in the-Heavens, : wliere 
| he mayadwell for ever. Being then bur Sojour- 
| ners upon Earth, let us'as4he' Apoſtle exhorts,.'þaſs 
) the time of our ſojourning here in this world: in fear ;\ let 
{ us be careful to live _ that little time we have 
to ſtay here, being affured; that: upon our'preſent 
: mia fee event our furure Condition kher.of 
; eternal Happineſs ori Miſery; '{cr.us lay. aſide every 
; C 


weight, 


[ 10 ] 
weight, and the fin which doth ſo cafily beſet us, 


and: let; us run with; patience the race that is fer | 
before us, ſtriving to arrive at the lame happy | 
Country where thoſe antienc Pilgrims who are | 


E 


X./ 


gohe before us, Abraham, T/aac, and Jacob are, thar | 
we:.may-4it down with them in the ſame bleſled- 
heavenly Kingdom ; let us, like the ]/raelites, who | 
cat thei Paſlover with their Loins girt, and Staffs | 
in their Hands, to fignifie their readinels to depart | 
out of Egypt, where they, were Strangers, let us | 


like them. be prepared too in Heart and Mind | 


tro-leave this-foreign Country where the people are | 
ill afte&ted towards us, for we are all here what | 
our  Forefathers were, Strangers and Sojourners, | 
and abſent from our-Country,  Thhis/ is. the pre- | 
ſent State and Condition of all Men in this World, | 


we have here no continuing City. 


1, I come, now tothe ſecond Thing, which Lobſer- | 


ved in the Words. 


Il. Our Hopes an Expectations as to another, 


we ſeek one to.come. 


1:1 Thar: there-(hall be! a..contiauing, City; 'that | 


we ſhall ; after this! Life is ended; 'enter upon anve- 
rernal State, - where, gonad; Men {hall be unſpeaka- 


Qt9' bly 


| ble, 
! to ſtand to prove, Life everlaſting being an Arti 
* cle of our Creed, which we all profels to believe; 

' taking therefore that for granted which Chriſtia- 


| [88] 
bly Happy, and wicked Men unſpeakably Milera- 
| VAT not doubt ye fo little Chriſtians a5 


nity commands vou to believe, and which the time 
now forbids me to inſiſt on the Proof of, | ſhall 


; | only deduce this one practical Inference. 


Since we have here no continuing City, but look 


” for an abiding City, an eternal State hereafter, 


let us prepare for it, and to quicken our diligence 


/ in this ſo important an Afﬀair, conſider that this 
| Lite, as ſhorc and as uncertain as it is, isthe only 


time we haye to ſeek this abiding City which we 


 lookfor; 'tis here alone we mult leek this City, 'tis 
* here wemult ſecure to our ſelves an happy Eternity 

or no where ; when this life ends, when we are 10 
: the Grave, it will be too late : there, as Solomon al- 
| | ſureth us, is no work, counſel nor device in the grave, 
 whicher we are going; that, as Job deſcribeth, it, 


is a land of darkneſs itſelf, and of the ſhadow of death 
without any order, and where the light 1s as dark- 
neſs. No delay therefore is to. be admitted ; ſure [ 


| am, there is nothing ſo well delerveth our Care as 


this, this is our main Concern, the chief Buſineſs of 
our Lives, and ſhall we thea neglect ir? ſhall we 
C 2 drudge 
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C12 ] 
dradge,toil and labour,to'make Proviſion for a ſhort | 
Frail Life? And ſhall we do nothing at all, rake no | 
care for a long eternal one? ſhall we mind Time and | 
diſregard Eternity 2 This one would think is ſuch e- 

regious Folly, as no rational Creature could pol- 
{bly be guilty of: bur alas we ſee how bulie 
Men generally are about the things of chis Life, 
and how they ſcarce trouble their Heads with the 
Thoughts of another; how vainly do moſt Men 
deceive themſelves wich the Hopes of a long Life, 
thinking they ſhall have time enough hereatter to | 
ſeek this abiding City 2 Bur to cure it poſſible ſuch | 
Mens fond Prelumprion, lect them conſider whar 
[ before ſaid of the uncertainry of our State in this 
World, let 'em conſider how ſhort,how frail a thing 
Life is; What is your Life, faith S. James, ' i is a va- 
pour that appeareth for a little ttme and then vaniſheth, 
quiokly doth it paſs away , ſoon is it gone : where- | 
tore ſo weighty an Aﬀair as this ought not to be 
put off ro fo uncertain a thing : flatter not then 
thy felf, O vain Man, that becauſe thou axt now 
Young and Lufty, in perfect Health and Sound- 
neſs, that therefore thou! haſt yet many years to 
live,- and that it will be time enough in thy old 
Age, when thy Strength is decayed and thy Days 
ate almoſt expired , to feek''this City; for chou 
feelt many as Young and as likely 'to live in the 
World 


[ 13 ] 
World as thy ſelf, ſuddenly ſnatcht away, and 


| carried into the other World in the very midft 


and prime of their Days; and how knowelt thou 
O preſumpruous Man! what aſſurance haft thou, 
it may not be thy own Condition ? When thou 
ſeeſt or heareſt daily of Thouſands that fall be- 
ſides thee, and Ten Thouſands at thy Right 
Hand ; whar ſecurity haſt thou that the Arrows 
of Death ſhall not come nigh thee to ſtrike thee ? 
What Seal haſt thou upon thy Door, that the 
deltroying Angel ſhould pals by thy Habication, 
as he did thole of the 1ſraelites of. old, and deftroy 
thee not? Neglect not then.ſo great a Concern, 
hazard not thine eternal State at ſo: great an/un- 
certainty; thou knowelt not but. that this frail 
life of thine may end, before this Work be done; 
and then with what Dread and Horror wilt thou. 
leave this World, having nothing to comfort thee 
at thy dying Hour, no Lone of any Happinels in 
another: Lite, but dreadful Apprehenfions of thoſe 

rievous Torments which thon muſt there ſuffer 
for ever? how wilt thou then bewail thy Folly, 
and when. it is too late, wiſh that thou hadſt 
raken care to have provided for thy eternal State? 
Now then; while f 28s haſt time take care of this 

rear Concern, and.prevent what will otherwile 


undoubtedly be. thy diſmal Fare ; none of us all 
bur 


{i _— 

I'4 but muſt- be ſenſible that otir time 'paſſech away 
lil apace, that the Day of our Death'haſtens; ic then 
greatly concerneth us all to prepare for that E- 
rernity which is drawing nigh; how:ſoon we 
may launch forth into thar' vaſt Ocean we know 
not, 'ere long we'are ſure we mult ; let us not 
then delay our preparing for it, bur what we do 
ily let us do quickly and with all our Might. 

th. | | 

i I have done' with the. Text; and come now 
as may molt juſtly be expected, to ſpeak of this 
moſt highly deſerving Lady, tro whom we are 
now 'paying-our laſt Reftpets;' who. is. now 
| quickly ro be laidin ther Bed of Dult, there to 
in repoſe 'till that: great Day cometh, when all char 
| ſkep' in the Duſt of the Earth ſhall be awaken- 
ed and called forth, when all the Dead (hall 
be brought to Life again; then ſhall ſhe be raiſed 


from thence, and her Body: being made immor- 


Fl tal, incorruptible and glorious, ſhall be. reunited 
i to' her Soul, never to be ſeparated from it any 
if more, bur to continue! rogether both Body and 
it Soul, in untpeakable Felicity and: Glory. 

i | a - 

il I have.ever declared my ſelf no friend co Fu- 


neral' Encomiums,, nor ſhould any thing: have 
prevaild with me to give one:now,, but the ex- 
rraordinary Merit of this deceaſed Lady, to whom 

| 
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I ſhould be highly injurious ſhould 1 refule it. I 


know, very well how diffculc a thing it is to} 
give; a Character of.any Perſon which ſome or 
other will not be diſpleaſed with, but this mult 
not diſcourage me. | ſhall ſay nothing but what 


L my ſelf knew to be true, or have had trom very. 
credible Hands. Beg 
This Lady was deſcended, as is known co ma- 
ny .in this Auditory, from very worthy, Parents, 
her Father Sir Jonathan Dawes, a wealchy Merchant, 
an emineat.and well known;Citizen, her Mother 
one of the Daughters of Sir' Thomas Bendiſh, a 
very antient Baronet in this Neighbourhood. Her 
Education was | ſuitable to her Extraction, : which 
her pious Mother, (her Father, dying, when ſhe' was 
very young). rook-great. care of,, educating her 
gentilely and virwoully,. in all thoſe fine Accom- 
pliſhments which, becarne- her Sex, which ſhe im- 
proved-.to the! utmoſt; \but-chat| which, I, chief 
remark, is, hes, being; becimes acquainted with God 
her being carly-inſtructed in Religion which grew 
up with her , which , being happily accuſtomed 
ro, ſhe made it her daily Employment, finding a 
great deal of /Plealure,” Sarisfaction, .and Sweprnels 
in 1t ; experiencing, that - all . ts," ways are ways, 0 
pleaſantneſs, and. all its paths peace, 'being trained HP 
when, 


[16 ] 
when a Child in the way ſhe ſhould go; 
ſhe did not depart from it: and this was it 
which did exceedingly Adorn and Beautifie 
her far beyond what the fineſt Accompliſhments 
could do, tho ſhe had them in as great a degree 
as any, Religion giving her a greater Grace and 
Luſtre than all things elſe beſides. - She was blet- 
ſed with great Endowments of Mind ; the was a 
Lady of very great and _—_— Parts, high- 
ly Ingenious, of quick | Apprehenſion , of firm 
Memory, and of moſt ſolid Judgment ; ſhe had 
a moſt curious and hne way both of Speaking and 
Writing, the one all know that ever had the Ho- 
nor to Converſe with her, and ſhe hath left la- 
ſting Monuments of her great Abilicies inthe other ; - 
ſhe was '4 moft obedient: and) dutiful” Daughter, 
ſhe was of a very generous and'charicable Diſpo- 
ſition, which ſhe expreſt upon all fit Occaſions, 
and particularly art her” Death , -by- that liberal 
and cohſtderable-Legacy which {lie 'gave'ro the 


Poor: All which joyned with her great Piety, 
 made' her an Ornament to her Sex; and 4 Partretn 


moſt worthy of. Imiration. | 


 -'F Thbul# be cedions'if 1Hhould br bardy men- 


tion” all thoſe things that were 'Comiitndable in 
her, bac I muſt contra, and what I have far- 


ther 
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cher to add, I ſhall compriſe nuder thele Three 
Heads. 


Modeſty, Humility, Tiety, every one of which 
ſhe was very eminent for. 


Firſt, Modeſty. This is a great and becom- 
ing Virtue , very commendable 1n all of both 
Sexes, but more eſpecially ſo in the fair Sex, whom 
it makerh very amiable and delireable, being high- 
ly prized by ail fober Perſons ; wich which Vir- 
true this Lady was molt eminently adorned, be- 
ing extremely Modett ; having a perfect abhor- 
rence, and utter averſion to any thing that might 
bur teem to treſpals upon 1t ; never being able, 
without the greatett Dereltation, to hear any Dil- 
courſe that had the Jealt tendency to Levity or 
Wantonnels, which Virtue is the greater in this 
joole and diflolute Age,when roo many have laid it 
aſide, as a very unneceflary and troubleſom thing, 
All her Diſcourſes, all her Behaviour, all her A&r- 
ons were guided by the ſtricteſt Rules of Mo- 
defty. Such was her Modeſty. 


Secondly, Fmlity. A moſt excellent Chriftian 
Grace which procureth to the Perſon that hath ir 
favour both from God and Man; the humble God 

D bear- 
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beareth an eſpecial Regard to, and hath a parti- | 
cular Care of ; tho (faith the P/almiſt) the Lord 
be high, yet bath he reſpect unto the lowly, but the 
proud, be knoweth afar off ; and faith the Propher, 
Iſa. 57. 15. Thus ſaith the high and lofry One, he 
that mhbabiteth eternity, whoſe name is Holy, TI dwell 
in the high and holy place ; with him alſo that is of 
an humble ſpirit ; of which clpecial Favour we 
we have reaſon to believe this cruly humble Soul 
did partake ; who, tho none was more delerving, 
yet none bad a lower opinion of themſelves than 
ſhe ; ſhe always thought meanly of herſelf, yer 
was the free from that abject Meannels of Spi- 
rit which ſome miſcal Humility , none could have 
more to put them up than {he had, bur the ve- 
ry well knew how great a Folly it is to be proud 
of any thing, ſince all that we have we receive 
from God; and why then ſhould we boaſt as 
tho we had not received? Hercare was to improve 
well the Talents God entruſted her with to his 
Glory, from whom the thankfully acknowledg- 
ed, {he received whatever good Thing the had ; 
in this, tollowing the great Pattern of Humility, 
our Bleſſed Saviour, who, when by the mighty 
Works he had wrought, he had gained the Ap- 
plaule and Admuration of the People, he did what 
he could to avoid them, aſcribing to God the Fa- 
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ther the Power by which he wroughe them, ſay- 
ing, the Father that dwelleth in me, be doth the works. 
So would this humble Soul, not to take to her- 
ſelf the praile of any thing, but alcribe all 
ro the Grace of God, ; There is noching more 
peculiar to, or more becoming a Chriſtian, than 
Humility ; it was this Lefſon which our Blefled 
Lord ſingled our from all others, and which he 
calls upon usto learn of him ; learn of me, for 1 am 
meek and lowly in heart ; which Leſlon ſhe had per- 
fedtly learnt ; ſhe was, to ule the Apoſtle's Phrale, 
clothed with Humility, the humble Diſciple of an 
humble Saviour, the ſame Mind ; that is, the ſame 
lowly Frame and Temper of Spirit which was in 
Chritt Jeſus, was, as the Apoſtle requireth ſhould 
bein us, in her alſo. Such was her Humili- 


ty. 


Laſtly, Piety. This is that which the Apoſtle 
tells us hath the Promiſe of the life that now 1s, 
and of that which; is ro come , inticling men to 
the happinels of both Worlds; and tho God for 
very good Reaſons, may lometimes give but lit- 
tle of this world's Happinels to ſome that are tru- 
ly Pious, ( God's Promiſes of temporal. Felicity 
being conditional only ), yet they ſhall be lure 
to be abundantly. compenſated inthe other World 
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for what they come ſhort of here in this ; there | 
chey ſhall be ſure not to Joſe their Reward. Oh | 
how vreat things (faith the P/almiſt) are thoſe which 
thou haſt prepared for them that fear thee ! ſuch they 
are as eye hath »ot ſeen, nor ear heard, neither hath 
it entred into the heart of man to concerve. A fair 
and {ufhcient enconragement to Piery, which this 
Lady did in a molt exemplary manner practiſe; 
whole Picty was of the right Stamp, not formal, 
bur real, not by Fits and Starts only, but con- 
ſtance and uninterrupted, not partial, picking and 
chuſing ſome of Gods Commandments, and diſ- 
regarding the reft, but univerlally having Reſpet 
ro all God's Commandments. She daily. ſet a- 
part a * gpm of her time for the ſervice of God, 
which ſhe ſpent in Prayer,reading the holyScriptures 
and other good Books, Meditation, exc. and if 
{he was at any time prevented by Company, or 
Diverſions, (which were always harmlcts and in- 
nocent,) or by any other unavoidable Accident, 
{he would be ſure ro make it up at another, and 
would not rob God and her Soul of the time fer 
apart for them: And well were it it all Perſons 
of Quality, the Plentifulnets of whoſe Eſtates free- 
ing them from thoſe mean Employments, 'which 
Perſons of lower Rank are buhed in, and fo ha- 
ving more leiſure and time to ſpare, would de- 
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here | vote 2 greater ſhare of their time to God and 
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' their Souls, as certainly if they conſider it they 


muſt acknowledge they ought to do , for the 
more liberal and bountiful God hath been to 
chem, the more thankful they ought to be unto 
him. Betides, her private Devotions, which 
| believe ſhe never omitted, the never tailed co 
be art the Prayers of the Faquly ; unleſs ſhe 
was hindred by Sicknels, or was abroad, 
which ſhe {ſeldom was at Prayer time, fo that I 
can ſcarce remember that ever ſhe was ablent, be- 
having herfelf very devoutly and reverently with 
all imaginable Fervency, and the moſt profound 
Humility, putting up her Prayers to God, pre- 
ſenting them at the Throne of Grace in luch a de- 
cent Manner, in {uch a lowly Poſture of Body 
as becomerh Supplicants, and as the infinite Ma- 
jeſty of char God to whom we pray doth require: 
and as frequent was the ar the Publick Prayers of 
the Church, which ſhe continually attended, na 

would often go when her Health would ill ad- 
mir of ir, being deſirous ro omit no op- 
portunity of ſerving God in his own Houſe, his 
Houle of Prayer, where\{he was wholly intent 
on the Duty ſhe was abour, joining with the 
oreateſt Devotion and Earneſtncls,; and ar Ser- 
mon time, as I haye obleryed when I have oc- 
caſtonally 


+; 
SL. ; 
: 


«[ 22 | 
caſtonally Preached here, ſhe was a very diligent, 
ſerious and attentive Hearer ; and as ſhe was thus 
conſtant at the Publick Prayers of the Church 
and Sermon, ſo was ſhe allo at the Holy Com- 
munion , which to the end of her Lite ſhe fre- 
uented, having received the Holy Sacrament at 
Church on Chriitmas day, the laſt opportunity ſhe 
had of receiving thoſe bleſſed Viands ; which Du- 
ty ſhe never went about Heedleſly or Inconſide- 
rately, but uſed the greateſt Care and Diligence 
poſſible to fir herlelt for it, always ſetting apart 
ſome time for Preparation, practiſing the Apo- 
[tles Advice, examining herſelf, and that ſtrictly 
roo, before ſhe would preſume to eat of thac 
Bread and drink of that Cup, which the did 
with a Devotion and Reverence ſuitable to that 
great and holy Duty. Such was her Prety, 


W hich is the more commendable becauſe it was 


an carly one, ſhe remembred her Creator betimes 


in the Days of her Youth, devoting the beſt and 
prime of her Days to his Service; a juvenile Pic- 
ty is moſt acceptable unto God, T love thoſe that 
love me, laith God, ' and they that ſeek mie early ſhall 


find me ;' the truch of which gracious Promile, I be- 


lieve this Pious Soul doth now experience; the 
Comfort which the remembrance of her well- 
ſpent 
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ſpent Lile mY her, ſuPported her under all her 
Sickneſs, which made her not only not afraid co 
Die, bur if-ic were Gods Will to deſire that ſhe 
might die which the aelired, not out of any Im- 

atience for whar the lufter'd,or out of any Dilcon- 
rent or Difſatisſaction, bur as ſhe herſelf aſſured me 
when I viſited her in her Sicknels, ouc of a firm 
Hope ſhe had, that God would pardon her Sins 
through the Merits of Chriſt, by whole alone 
Merits ſhe hoped for it; and that God, of whole 
Favour ſhe had a well-grounded Aſſurance, would 
beſtow upon her thole great and unconceivable 
Felicities of the other World, which ſhe ſtedfaſtly 
believed, and hoped through the Mercy of God, 
and Merits of Chriſt co partake of: it was this 
which made her defire to be Diflolv'd, that ſhe 
might be with God and Chriſt, which is beſt of 
all; or to give ir you in her own Words, from a 
Letter which the lett to comfort a dear Relationun- 
der this {o great a Lols, having ſpoke in that with 
ſomecertainty of her future Happinels,ſhe thus ſaith, 
1 ſpeak not with this Confidence of my future Felicity, 
through any opinion of my own Virtue and Goodneſs; 
alas ! no, .1 am deeply ſenſible of my Deficiency in both, 
and that 1 deſerve nothing but eternal Puniſhment, 
but all my Dependence is on the Merits of my Saviour, 
who, 1 hope will never caſt off a Soul to whom be hath 
given 


2iven the Grace to truſt in him; this is the ground of 
my Aſſurance , which ( though perbaps attended with 
Jome Fears,) is ſtill maintamed, by meditating on the || 
boundleſs Clemency of my Creator and Redeemer. | 
Theſe are her own Words; it was this which | 
made her ſo willing tc die, having that ro cheer | 
her, which is the greateſt Comfort we can have 
when we come to die, that ſhe was exchanging 
this ſhort troubleſom Life, tor a blefled Erer- 


nal one. 


Ic pleaſed God to viſit her with a long and 
redious Sicknels, (ſo God often treats his moſt 
faithful Servants, whom T love, T1 rebuke and chaſten, 
and whom the Lord loveth he chaſteneth, and ſcourgeth 
every fon whom he receiv?th.) tho her Sicknels was 
ſevere and long, tho ſhe endured much Pain, and 
had many weary and reltlels Nights, yet did no 
one ever hear a murmuring and complaining 
Word from her, but looking up to God, and 
conhidering that it was he that afflicted her, ſhe 
quietly and patiently fubmitced herſelf ro his cor- 
recting Hand : God having chus made trial of her 
Graces, which in her Sickne(s the had an oppor- 
runicy. of exerciſing, ſhe having now finiſhed her 
Courle, baving faithfully ſerved God, and lecur'd 
her eternal Srate, God hnding her ripe for Glory, 


would 
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would no longer delay her Happineſs, but took 
her unto himſelf, from Earth to Heaven, from 
Pain, Milery and Trouble, co Reſt, Immorta- 
liry and Glory : her Life ended with the Year,and 
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ſhe began the New one in the other better World, 


* where 1s no Pain, nor Sorrow, nor Sickneſs, nor 


Diſeaſes, nor Death, where ſhe ſhall die no more 
bur live in the greateſt Happineſs for ever, And 
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now having luch jult cauſe ro hope, char her Spi- 


* rit is with God that gave ir, that ſhe is in an cter- 


' nally happy State, why ſhould we weep? weep 
| for her we mult not, bur for our ſelves who only 
are the Loolers 5 yer con{1dering that our Loſs is her 
| Gain, let us moderate our Grief, and dry up our 


* Tears, and ſorrow not, «4s men without hape for ber 


| that ſleepeth in Jeſus, whom God at the laſt day 
| will undoubtedly bring with him; it will be an 
+1]! expreſſion of our Kindnels to her, immoderate- 
ly ro bewail her Death, which to her is but a pal- 
| age into a glorious Eternity ; it will look as if 
| we envied her that Happineſs (he is is now poſlel- 
"ſed of ; to ule her own conſolatory Words, let 
| not her Joy be the caule of our Sorrow, ſince as ſhe 
| laith, ſhe took no Delight in this World; we ought 
{to eſteem it a Mercy rather than a Judgment, 
| thar God hath taken her to a better, even co that 


| Worldon which her Aﬀections were wholly plac'd, 
E where 
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where ſhe frequently was while ſhe was here upon 
Earth, by her holy Thonghts and devour Medi- 
rations ; by theſe ſhe had her Converſation in 


Heaven. 


And now that theſe Remains of her are imme-| 
diately to be Jaid into the Earth, and hid from| 
our Eyes for ever; tho ſhe be thus wholly takenf 
from us, yet let her Memory ,as deſervedly ic ought, 
be ever precions unto us, let ber Name be always} 
mentioned with Honour and Reſpect, Jer us imi-f 
tate her holy and pious Life, let us follow: her as| 
ſhe followed Chriſt, that ſo at that great Day 
when we ſhall all be raiſed out of our Graves andf 
called to' Judgment, we may meet together again, | 
and take no more ſorrowful Farewels of one ano-| 
ther, but dwell for ever withone parting any more, | 
ſpending an Ecernity together in | IK. Halelujahs| 
and Songs of Praiſe, to our gracious Creator andP 
Redeemer, who hath brought us to the poſleſſion} 
of ſuch unſpeakable and endleſs Felicities. : 
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